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Amid rising global food instability, the ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration on
Strengthening Food Security and Nutrition in Response to Crises in 2023 fo i
envisioned building regional resilience through a Local Resource-based Food ~ /">
Reserve (LRBFR).! This would provide a food supply buffer, building on each '
ASEAN member state’s food reserves, thus improving emergency preparedness
and crisis response. Is ASEAN facing a supply-side challenge, though? This NTS
Fast Fact highlights another concern that regional crop production could be
diverted to non-food purposes.
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INCREASED CALORIES FROM FOOD PRODUCTION

Globally, West et al. (2026) found that less than half of the increase in global food production in the past 10
years went into direct food consumption.? Contextualising such findings within ASEAN, the region was able to
increase the total calories from its crop production by 19% or close to a fifth between 2010 and 2020 (Figure
1). Indonesia leads the group with a large 37% increase in calories from crop production (Figure 2). Yet, the
share of self-reported food insecurity persists at levels above 10% of the regional population since 2015, and
even considering Pre-covid 19 levels in 2019.2
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available in the dataset.

FOOD DIVERSION TO BIOFUELS? R

One of the potential reasons is that food production is being diverted to non-food
purposes (Figure 3). Despite the 19% increase in total calories from crop production, there
was a smaller increase of only 9% in crop supplies for direct food consumption purposes
and even a reduction of 9% in crop supplies for feed consumption purposes. By contrast,
there was a 63% increase in crop supplies diverted to non-food uses of these food crops,
including bioenergy and bioethanol. This potential for diversion to non-food uses proves a
critical consideration in planning out the future regional LRBFR.

Figure 3. Uses of Crop Supplies in Southeast Asia, in
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S6urce: Compiled from West, P/C., Gerber, J. S., Cassidy, E. S., & Stiffman, 5.(2026). “Only hz he calories produced on croplane e available as
food for human consumption,” Environmental R;W—Food Systems, 3(2), 021001. DOI 10.1088/2976-601X/ae4f6b. Note: Data on Brunei, Singy

and Timor-Leste were not available in the dataset: /

NOTES
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